Utah Manufacturing Technology Needs Assessment

Fall, 2005 – MEP Utah – 800 West University Parkway MS212 – Orem, UT 84058-5999 – 801.863.8637

1. 
Has the lack of access to new technologies affected your position in the marketplace?


A. Yes
 B. No

If A. then…

1A.
In what way has the lack of access negatively affected your position?

(Choose all that apply.)

[_]
Production equipment and processes are outdated.

[_] 
Communication systems are outdated.

[_] 
Computers and networking systems are outdated.

[_] 
Outdated technology has limited your abilities to attract quality employees.

[_] 
If other, please describe _________________________________________________.

2. 
Would you be willing to invest in new or developing technologies?


A. Yes
B. No

If A. then…

2A.
How much would you be willing to spend over the next year? (Select only one.)
[_] 
Less than $10,000

[_] 
Between $11,000 and $25,000

[_] 
Between $26,000 and $50,000

[_] 
Between $50,000 and $100,000

[_] 
More than $100,000

3. 
What type of technology would you be most likely to pursue to improve your ability to make profits and expand your business? (Select one.)

[_]
Computers, networking, and communication upgrades

[_]
Newly developed types of materials

[_]
New process improvements

[_]
More efficient management philosophies

[_]
More advanced equipment and machinery

[_] 
If other, please describe_________________________________________________.

4. 
Would the adoption of new technologies cause: (Select one.)
A. an increase in staffing, 

B. staffing would remain the same, or

C. a decrease in staffing?

If A. Increase, then

4A. How large an increase in staffing would you anticipate with the acquisition of new technologies? (Select one.)
[_]
Less than 10%

[_]
10% to 25%

[_]
26% to 50%

[_]
51% to 75%

[_]
76% to 100%

[_]
More than 100%

(Survey is continued on the reverse.)

Utah Manufacturing Technology Needs Assessment (continued)

5.
What do you feel limits your acquisition of new technologies the most? (Select only one.)
[_]
Insufficient finances

[_]
Other companies preventing technology sharing

[_]
Patents or copyrights bought out by competitors

[_]
Lack of time to research possible advantages of certain technologies

[_]
Lack of skilled human resources to implement these new technologies

[_]
If other, please describe____________________________________________________.

6. Which one of the following do you think could most help your company acquire new technologies?

    (Select only one.)

[_]
A.
Matching funds for investments in new technologies.

[_]
B.
Incentives given to companies making breakthroughs public or available to limited companies that could benefit from similar technologies.

[_]
C.
A database outlining available technologies and needs to assist companies with technology transfer.

[_]
D.
Increased funds available for Universities and Colleges working on requested technologies.

[_]
E.
Tax incentives to share processes, ideas or technology among domestic manufacturers.

[_]
F.
Skilled individuals who can help implement these new technologies?

[_]
G.
If other, please describe____________________________________________________.

ADDITIONAL ITEM

7. 
Do you presently do any contract work for the Department of Defense?


A. Yes
 B. No

If A. then…

7A.
Do you have any stories or examples of your company’s innovations that you would be willing to share that may be of interest to those attending the Defense Manufacturing Conference 2005 being held in Orlando, Florida at the end of November?  If so, please jot them down below.

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

A UVSC student will contact you to set up an appointment to complete this survey. Thank you for participating.

All information is kept strictly confidential. This is a project supported in part by the Governor’s Office of Economic Development, the Manufacturing Extension Partnership of Utah, and WestCAMP, Inc.

